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INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

NAME 

HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

LOCATION 

STREETS, NUMBER 717 Wodbourne Avenue 

CITY TOWN _. n 7 . CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Balt imore 
VICINITY OF 

STATE . , , , COUNTY 

Maryland 

CLASSIFICATION 
C A T E G O R Y O W N E R S H I P S T A T U S P R E S E N T U S E 

X 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC —OCCUPIED —AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

X-BUILDING(S) ?_PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL _ PAflK 

—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL ^-PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—BEING CONSIDERED —YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—NO —MILITARY —OTHER: 

NAME 

T e l e p h o n e # : 
STREET & NUMBER 
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CITY. TOWN STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE _ . . „ _ , . . 

Cxty of Baltimore Neighborhood Survey 

—FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Commission for H x s t o n c and A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
. STATE 
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DESCRIPTION B-2889 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED ^.UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

- G 0 0 D - R U , N S -ALTERED _ M 0 V E D DATE 
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

717 Woodbourne Avenue is a two and a half story, four bayed building of the Queen 
Anne architectural style. The hipped gabled, slate-shingled roof is decorated with 
an array of ornamentation. Two brick chimneys project from the top center of the 
building. A hexagonal conical, turret roof projects from the second bay of the 
roof. In the front center of this projection is another decorative chimney. A 
triangular dormer with a small carpenter Gothic window is located in the third bay, 
and a decorated gabled dormer with a two-sash carpenter Gothic window of eight 
lights is located in the fourth bay. The cornice and eaves of the roof-trim are com
paratively simple. Windows of the second story range from k/h to 1/1 lights, from 
double hung to two-sash casement, and from groups of one to two. All are•shuttered 
except for those of the first bay. A half-round stained-glass window is located in 
each of the two stories of the front section of the turret. Windows of the first 
story are double hung with shutters, 1/1 lights, plain surrounds, and stained-glass, 
flat-topped transoms. Entrances are located in the first and third bays. The first 
bay entrance has a single-leaf door and side panels. The third bay entrance has a 
double-leaf door and a pilastered architrave. Both entrances have flat-topped, 
stained-glass transoms. A veranda projects from the first story on either dide of 
the turret. It is supported by seven bracketed piers in the front, and continues 
around the right side of the building. 

717 Woodbourne Avenue is located at the eastern end of a group of nineteenth century {-
buildings extending from Ready Avenue on the south side of Woodbourne. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-2889 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE-CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400 1499 _^RCHEOLOGYHISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

— 1600-1699 ^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

*_1800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 

— 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY) 

—INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES c . I 87O BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

717 Woodbourne is one of the earliest and most elaborate examples of Queen Anne 
architecture in Govans. It most likely served in its early days as a summer house 
of one of the wealthier residents of Baltimore. One of its proprietors was James 
Francis who owned the house in the earlier twentieth century. 

717 Woodbourne Avenue contains an element that is commonly used on Govans buildings, 
the large veranda. This allowed its residents to get the fullest enjoyment from the 
rural atmosphere of nineteenth and early twentieth century Govans. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



MAJOR BIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES B-2889 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COU~NTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

| Bill Tamburrino, Planning Assistant 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Commission for His t . & Arch. Pres. 1977 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

100 N. Holliday Street 396-1866 
STATE 

Baltimore Maryland 21202 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially create-
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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